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Note From Our President

Let’s assume that you submitted a story to the Saturday Evening Post
– or Redbook or True West, etc. Assume further, your story was
accepted and the editor notified you that to publish your story you
must join their little club for a fee of $20.
Would you accept these terms just for the satisfaction of
becoming a “published author?” Maybe. Maybe not. The analogy is
not perfect but it illustrates a situation within our own Valley Byliners.
If a non-member submits an item for inclusion in a future Byliners
publication that person must join the Club before that person’s
accepted piece is published.
In my opinion, such an arrangement is non-typical in the publishing industry. Usually
the publishing entity pays the writer. An exception is when a writer submits a contest entry.
(At this time, I do not advocate that the Byliners pay its authors, but the idea has a certain
merit and might increase the current rate of submissions.)
I suggest that membership in the Byliners not be a requirement for Valley authors. After
all, the Club is the Valley Byliners and any works produced should represent the literary
talents of all Valley authors and not just a handful of faithful attendees. According to the
current financial statement, the Club does not need the money that acceptance/membership
fees bring in. Judging from the sales performance of Tales Told at Midnight…, sales of the
new book will probably far exceed any acceptance/membership monies. Therefore, I
recommend that membership in the Byliners be optional for Valley authors who contribute
to a Byliners publication. (During the past few weeks, I’ve met many authors whose work
should be highlighted in an all Valley publication.)
This subject was discussed briefly during a recent meeting. However, I feel imposed
author membership should be re-visited with a more thorough examination of the pros and
cons.
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If you do not have a newsletter, but you are interested in information, please let me know
because I can send brochures for your group meetings or events.
Thank you for considering my request.

Byliner’s Program on September 12
Carlos Cisneros, Brownsville attorney and author, will
speak at the September meeting. On May 28, 2009,
his first novel, The Case Runner, which is set in the
lower Valley and was published by Arte Publico Press,
th
won “Best Mystery Novel in English” at the 11
International Latino Book Awards. At the meeting,
Cisneros will present his perspectives about writing and publishing including his experience
of writing a first book, finding a publisher, and advice to writers aspiring to publish their
books.

Next Meeting
Our next meeting is on August 8, 2009 at the Harlingen Public
Library, 1:30 PM.
We will be discussing the stories and poems we submitted and
distributed at the June meeting and voting on our favorite piece.
At the June meeting we discussed doing a writing challenge. This exercise is a wonderful way
to test our creative abilities. The challenge consists of a setting, an event, and three or four
items (or as many as you want). The event could be something as simple as a letter dated two
years ago is delivered. The setting does not have to be a specific geographic area, but it could
be. The items should be diverse and instill a bit of fun in the challenge.
Each participant crafts a short story that must have the challenge elements in it. We will be
discussing the idea of a writing challenge, its components and the other related logistics at
the next meeting.
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Editor’s Note
Thanks to all of you for your great submissions. Please
keep the items coming. The newsletter is what the membership makes it. I just put it
together.
Janet Wilder
kelliepoodle@yahoo.com

